
 

 

Celebrating Over 70 Years of Friendship 

SCOTT KICHE will be Demonstrating Oils 
Tuesday, October 7 at the Encino Community Center 
6:30 pm social; 6:45 pm program and demonstration 

4935 Balboa Blvd, Encino 

Scott Kiche 
 

Scott Kiche is a contemporary artist living in Los Angeles. His work ranges from traditional realism to Surre-
alism. The artist was born in Guatemala in 1974. Like many artists, Kiche’s journey in art began at a very 

early age.  His natural talent, along with the encour-
agement of teachers and family, helped to create in 
him the commitment to become a fine artist.  Kiche 
is a realist artist and has worked in this style 
throughout his entire career.  He has exhibited 
works in Mexico City, Virginia, Washington D.C., 
Maryland, Chicago, Los Angeles and Texas.  He also 
has received awards in several group shows and 
magazine publications.  Kiche currently completed a 
successful tour with The International Realism Guild 
in a two year traveling museum exhibition that explored the current state of real-

ism in the 21st century.  He has been, and is, a member of many prestigious art organizations such as the 
California Art League, the California Art Club, the International Realism Guild of America and currently, by 
invitation, the American Society of Traditional Artists.  He is currently 

represented by The Wally Workman 
Gallery in Austin TX and the Jack Meier 
Gallery in Houston TX. Scott Kiche is an 
emerging and important talent upon 
the American artistic landscape.  Over 
the years his work has been and con-
tinues to be collected by art enthusi-
asts, corporate buyers, and fellow 
artists alike. 
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Artist to Artist in China 
 
The San Fernando Valley Art Club visited China as a cultural exchange between artists.  Cross-pollinating and sharing 
materials and techniques was a fascinating journey into the Orient for the four American Artists:  Jennifer Bentson,  

Ricardo Cerezo, Cheryl Neuenkirk, and Candyce Wagner-Binzley.   In China, 
we found the tradition of artistic expression and constancy of centuries of art is 
very open to new ideas. 
 
Lin Zaifu, artist and co-chairman of Xiamen Art Club, who last December 
demonstrated for SFVAC the traditional Chinese Brush Painting using the Xuan 
Paper (rice paper), demonstrated again for us during our visit, and afterwards 
invited us to visit the Xiamen Art Club, followed by another trip to Hong Kong to 
visit its Art Museum.  Here we attended a very interesting show, “Tempting 
Touch,” by Chinese artist Tong Kim-sum, who carves figurative/abstract wood 
pieces, as well as the exhibition “Paris-Chinese Painting – Legacy of the 20th 
Century Chinese Masters,” which illuminated the history of paintings created in 
China with Western influence from missionaries, merchants, and Chinese stu-
dents visiting America.   
 

At our return to Xiamen we enjoyed hundreds of paintings in the City Exhibition Hall, which included styles from the tra-
ditional to impressionistic, comic like, surrealistic, and contemporary. 
 
During our visit to a high school in Xiamen, we watched the students practicing traditional ink paintings on Xuan Paper, 
yet the halls outside the classrooms were covered with illustrations of comic style characters riding motorcycles, dancing 
in a garden, and acting like contemporary youth, all in strong colors.  This changed our perception of Chinese Art. 
 
During our second Xiamen Art Club visit ,we gave a presentation on our club and the art and background of each artist 
from the US.  The 45-member group brought many paintings and was anxious for us to critique their artwork, which was 
expressive with bold colors associated with Western painting, done on heavier paper, included the French Arches Wa-
tercolor Paper. 
 
We are ever so impressed with, and thankful for, the generosity of our hosts, who ended our trip with an elaborate feast 
with their family.  It was sad to say goodbye to Xiamen.   
 
 

 

 

Winners Circle Best 
Renee Tepper 

Honorable Mention 
Norman Grantz  

Second Place 
Paula Ruggirello  

Third Place 
Julia Marin  

First Place 
Volly Aronson  

W I N N E R S of the September Mini Art Show 



 

 

Artist to Artist in China (Continued) 
 
Jennifer Bentson - This was my third trip to China, but by no means any less awe-
some.  The China of my youth was based on trips to Chinatown (Los Angeles) and 
stories from the fairy tale books children read.  This is not the China of 2014.  Chi-
na is embracing change and is very open to the West.  I was constantly impressed 
with the friendliness and generosity extended to us, strangers from the US.  We 
were treated to banquets of succulent food from the region, encouraged to interact 
with fellow artists and students, and shown the wealth of modern China.  The peo-
ple were open to us and even practiced their English by saying “Hello”.   There 
were shopping centers which looked like those in Glendale, and streets full of 
Buicks, Lexus, and Mercedes carrying people to work.  There were tall buildings 
everywhere, edifices to prosperity and commerce. As an artist I was struck by the 

art.  The Chinese are rooted in water based paint and paper.  The art is delicate and imagina-
tive.  Not like the graphically oriented art, or the strong colored art of advertising.  There is a 
gentle quality of beauty in the art we observed at the exhibitions of Xiamen and Guilin. 
 
My breath escapes me each time I visit Guilin.  I stood in wonder, and imagined, just as the an-
cient Chinese Artists had when they first saw the misty mountains of Guilin and Yangshou. I 
think Guilin is like the Grand Canyon in that you must see it to appreciate its incredible beauty.   
 
Meeting the artists of China on this trip was an intangible experience of sharing on many levels 
over many topics.  Despite the use of a translator, the smiling eyes, and hand gestures spoke 
volumes of the language of art.  After all, isn’t a painting worth a thousand words?  
 
Ricardo Cerezo P. - I can summarize my experience in China in 4 simple words: People, Na-
ture, Tradition, Food.  People in China live in communion, and have a symbiotic and respectful 
relationship with nature, which is reflected in their attachments to their traditions and bold cui-
sine -not for the faint heart. I left home all my expectations or stereotypes in order to fully im-
merse in their culture and learn; and I sure did. 
 
The trip to China benefited me even more than I could ever have imagined in my artist’s vision. There was a point when 
I saw the connection between the ink brush strokes as a reflection of inner spirit and the organic watercolor abstraction I 

was intending for years, and now; I am motivated to be more fluid, risky and excit-
ing. I am sure it will remain a turning point in my life as an artist, and I’ll continue to 
grow from the experience. 
 
Candyce Wagner-Binzley - Ours was a first class Artists’ Holiday filled with inspir-
ing exhibitions of classical and contemporary Chinese Art and crafts, sketch-time, 
plein air painting, and touring thus providing a constant barrage of day-in-the-life 
vignettes and images worthy of making a beautiful photograph or for a future paint-
ing.  Our 2-week art venture was steeped in centuries old temples, Buddhist icons, 
ink and brush paintings, calligraphy, village life along he Li River and the Art of the 
Tea Ceremony. 

 
I felt humbled as we were graciously received in nothing short of celebrity status by accomplished fellow artists with 
proud welcoming faces.  They were eager to share in our visual language of color and form with compositions, both 
unique, yet familiar in their sense of place.  I will cherish an afternoon painting outing and the young artist that shaded 
me with her umbrella as I sketched and then painted with a crowd of admirers on the waterfront.  My only regret is that I 
didn’t have more of myself to leave with them, having been gifted so much more to take home.  With my mind, spirit and 
camera filled with inspiration … I am anxious to paint from this memorable experience! 
 
Cheryl Neuenkirk  - My impressions of China were as big as China itself!  I have, for so long, wanted to go there.  It’s 
unbelievable!  So much beauty.  Hong Kong was amazing. So much energy. 
 
It was wonderful to see and be welcomed in Xiamen by Lin Zaifu and his wife, Zhou and meeting the artists of the Xia-
men Art Club.  Xiamen reminds me very much of the San Fernando Valley Art Club, very easy going.  It was great to 
meet Lin Zaifu’s students at the high school.  What a lovely experience.  We enjoyed painting for them and talking to 
them.  They are very gifted.  The Xiamen Art Club shared their art with us and it was a wonderful exchange.  We all en-
joyed the food, the Moon Festival game and history of it and the hospitality by our hosts.  We all look forward to seeing 
them again and it was hard to say good-bye.  Following Xiamen, we traveled to Guilin, a place so beautiful!  The moun-
tains must be seen to appreciate the grandeur.  Once in Guilin, we met the members of the Guilin Art Club.  What a 
treat, another great art exchange.  One of the highlights of the whole trip was the 4-hour boat ride down the Li River.  It 
is something valued by Chinese Artists for the misty mountains.  And now I can see why.  It was hard to leave Guilin and 
the unique mountains as I said good-bye for now. 



 

 

Member News 

Sharon Weaver (painting to the left) will be showing paintings inspired by a 
plein air trip to Canyon de Chelly along 
with five other artists including  
Marian Fortunati (painting to the right) 
October 11 through November 8 at Segil 
Gallery, 110 West Lime Avenue in Mon-
rovia, CA.  The reception is October 11 
from 5:00 to 9:00 pm.  PAC6 Painters 
(Painting Across the Country) is dedicat-

ed to painting the beauty and grandeur of the American landscape.  Look 
for the PAC6 ad and article in the October Southwest Art Magazine.  

(Link to article—http://www.southwestart.com/events/segil-oct2014). 
 
Sharon will be showing new paintings at Art, For Heaven's Sake!, the inland 
empires premiere art fair on October 17, 18 and 19. The event is at 168 
Bellevue Avenue in Redlands CA. The opening gala is Friday October 17 from 
7:00 to 10:00 pm. 
 

Judy Heimlich’s painting was selected for California Art League's Gold 
Medal show, “ All That Glitters" at the Blinn House in Pasadena from 
September 27 through December 4. 
 
Her painting was also selected 
for the “ Contemporary Mas-
ters, Artistic Eden IV” at the 
Pasadena Museum of History 
from December 1 through 
January 11, 2015. 

 
Paula Diggs has a painting exhibiting at Cal State Dominguez Hills' "Artists 
Can Move Mountains" Manzanar group, from September 2 through De-
cember 16.  She also exhibited at the San Fernando Valley Art Council's 
"Diverse Creations" September 6-26 at the Canoga Park Youth Arts Cen-
ter, 7222 Remmet Avenue. 

 

Guy Newell has four 6"x6" collage pieces in the Chaffey Community Museum of Art in Ontario, California, now 
until October 26th.  He also had three pieces in the San Fernando Valley Arts Council art exhibit from Sep-
tember 6 through 26 in the Canoga Youth Art Center. 

http://www.southwestart.com/events/segil-oct2014


 

 

 

 
 
Terry Romero Paul has been awarded second place for her painting "Dorothy's 
Ruby Slippers" in the California Art League Gold 
Medal Show.  The show is at the Historic Blinn 
House in from September 27 to December 6.   
 
 
Rea Nagel has a painting at the Blinn House in Pasa-

dena that won Honorable Mention.  The reception is on Sunday the 28th from 
2:00 to 5:00 pm.  Come join the reception at 160 North Oakland Avenue,  
Pasadena.   

Member News (Continued) 

 

Dorothy Shepherd has a landscape painting in the Juried Show at the Community Arts Center in Danville, Ken-
tucky; a landscape painting in the Annual Juried Sumi'e Society of America Show in Sudbury, Maryland;  flo-
ral paintings in the Art Institute Of  Maryland Juried Show and South Appalachian Art Alliance in Blue Ridge, 
Georgia; two Chinese brush paintings in the Annual Juried Show of American Artists of Chinese Brush 
Paintings Organization in Huntington Beach, California; and a landscape at the Blinn House in Pasadena, Cali-
fornia for the California Art League.  Additionally, one of her photographs was a finalist from over 10,000 
entries in the Fall Show for Photographers Forum and will be published in "Best Photos Of 2014."   

Art Classes and Workshops 

 

Watermedia Painting Class 
 

Want to get better at watermedia painting?  Join Rea Nagel for her exciting and fun class. You work in water-
color, acrylic, pastel and inks.   Your choice. The class meets weekly, beginning at Carter Sexton Art Store 
5308 Laurel Canyon Blvd., North Hollywood, CA.  Class starts at 12:30 pm. and ends at 3:30 pm.  All students 
get critiques throughout the class and at the end.  Any questions, call or email Rea Nagel at 818-908-5919 or 
reanagel@mac.com. 

It is an ART PARTY and you are invited to Beth Summer’s 

Creekside Studio Gallery on Limekiln Creek, October 25, 26, 2014, 
10:00 am to 6:00 pm 
11449 Tampa Blvd., #138, Porter Ranch, 818-368-6043 
RSummersB@aol.com, http://bethsummersartist.blogspost.com/ 

mailto:reanagel@mac.com
http://bethsummersartist.blogspost.com/


 

 

 

We wish to thank Rea Nagel for her water media demonstration we all enjoyed on 
September 2nd.  We are also happy to see the many members and non-members 
who attended her workshop in Tarzana on September 18th.  Thirteen people had a 
great time at the workshop while learning useful techniques and ways to combine 
different media.  We are also thrilled to have finally found a great space right in 
our neck of the woods to hold our workshops, so expect more coming!  Here are 
some photos of our fun day together: 

 

 
We apologize to  

Guy Newell & Al Andros 
for inadvertently switch-

ing their photos and 
names in last month’s 
newsletter for the Sep-
tember Mini Art Show. 

First Place 
Guy Newell 

Honorable Mention 
Al Andros 

Not surprising for Barbara 
to come up with beautiful 
pieces, but  these two 
were created in no time at 
all ! 

Rea begins the demonstration 
on creative ways to create col-
orful rocks. 

A star is born!  Anna 
Moore took home this 
beautiful masterpiece, 
and then created anoth-
er one! 

In the end, Rea took the time to critique every piece created 
by the 13 artists, and that was another class in itself.  We all 
had a wonderful time learning a great deal about combining 
watercolors with just about anything else, including strings 
and acetate for special effects.  Great workshop! 
 
 

Come join us in "The Artist's 
Circle," an experiential group 
based on  Julie Cameron's books.  
You will enjoy spark plugging 
your own creativity with 
inspiration from other 
artists.  Meets monthly. This 
month October 28 at 7:00 pm. 
Contact Beth Summers for more 
information. 818 368 6043 
or RSummersB@aol.com 

mailto:RSummersB@aol.com


 

 

ArtQuenchMagazine.com  

is an amazing source of information on the creativity in the 
world today. 

Founder and Managing  

Editor, STACIA GATES  

”After 44 years of growth, I feel I have 

been given the wisdom and the 

knowledge to move into a new journey 

of creativity. As an artist it is my love of 

art in all forms that has brought me to 

this place. I have created 

ArtQuenchMagazine.com as a plat-

form for the best creators in the world to show their work. 

We will include everything from painters to bridge builders. 

Our goal is to share the creative happenings with the world 

in hope of inspiring us all.” 

2014 Board Members  
 

President Jennifer Bentson 243-5405 

Vice President O P E N   

Treasurer Kim Skeeters 301-3353 

Co-Treasurer Gerda Maxey 362-3254 

Recording Secretary Judy Heimlich 363-4091 

Membership Miriam Thorin 577-7461 

Paint Rag Editor Diana Hartman 235-6658 

Director of Exhibitions O P E N  

Mini Shows O P E N  

Media Relations Terry Supple/ 346-5791 

 Dia Roraback 

Hostess Cheryl Neuenkirk 343-7383 

Video Librarian Arlette Menard 366-6665 

Paint Outs Coordinator O P E N 

Parliamentarian O P E N 

To be included in our next 
newsletter in November, please  

email any news you have by October 
20 to Diana Hartman at 
dianalee@socal.rr.com. 

 

If  you are an artist, author or poet, please check out the Women’s Artist  Network website:  http://
www.womensartisticnetwork.org/.  The club meets every second Monday at 7:00 pm at member homes. 



 

 

The San Fernando Valley Art Club began in 1943 and 
has provided a continuing forum for artists of all skill 
levels and working in most art mediums. Guests are 
welcome to attend the monthly meetings/
demonstrations and learn more about the club. Addi-
tional information can be found on the club’s Web 
site, www.sfvartclub.org. 

October 2014 
SFVAC Paint Rag 
17420 Hemmingway St. 
Northridge, CA 91325 

 
The San Fernando Valley Art Club 

 
Next members meeting — Tuesday, October 7, 6:30 pm 
social, 6:45 pm program and demo. 4935 Balboa Blvd, 
Encino.  Public welcome.  Requested donation: Members 
$5, Guests $7 (first attendance free). 
 
Next board meeting — Monday, October 27, 7:00 pm at 
Four N’20, 4723 Laurel Canyon Blvd., Valley Village. 
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2014 San Fernando Valley Art Club Scholarship 
 

2014 is here and the SFVAC is committed to continu-
ing its scholarship program. It will present another 
scholarship award in 2014 to a deserving student 
attending the CSUN Department of Art. If you are 
able to help in this worthwhile program, make your 
check out to SFVAC and note “Scholarship Program” 
on the memo line. Forward your check to P.O. Box 
463, Verdugo City, CA 91046. Your donation will 
make a difference in fostering the arts in our com-
munities.   

http://www.sfvartclub.org/

