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Dominique Moody will be demonstrating sculpture 
Tuesday, June 3 at the Encino Community Center 

6:30 p.m. social; 6:45 p.m. program and demonstration 
4935 Balboa Blvd, Encino 

ZORTHIAN RANCH 

 

The Zorthian Ranch was the site of many parties and other events including jazz perfor-
mances, retreats, and movie shoots.  Now the Ranch is home to many artists who live and 
work on the property.  We will feature Dominique Moody (shown left), a prominent sculp-
ture artist, at our meeting along with Alan Zorthian, one of the sons of Jirayr Zorthian.  
 
Dominique Moody is a current artist-in-residence at Zorthian Ranch. Her viewpoint can be 
described in her own words:  “My mobile artwork is still a work in process but it already 
speaks to the idea of home as a storytelling portrait and a lifelong journey to creative free-
dom.” 
 
Jirayr Zorthian was born in Turkish Armenia in 1911 
and passed away in 2004 at the age of 92.  He and his 
family experienced but miraculously survived the Ar-
menian Genocide and immigrated to the United 

States in 1922.  He attended the Yale School of Fine Art and received a fellowship 
to study aboard.  After returning home and then serving in the U.S. Army during 
World War II, he worked on murals and propaganda posters.  Later, Jirayr (with 
his first wife, then his second wife) purchased the 48 acre Zorthian Ranch in the foothills of Altadena, where he creat-
ed structures with discarded building materials. He and his second wife also ran a summer camp for children at the 
ranch for over 25 years.  Beyond his talent as an artist, Jirayr was intensely social and had a wide and diverse circle of 
friends.  



 

 

W I N N E R S  of  the April Mini Art Show 

 
 
 

 
WELCOME SUMMER!!! 
 

EXHIBITIONS 
Surprise, we all made it through the online submission process.  Great job everyone for pitching in.  Meli Calkins, thank you for 
photographing artwork!  Thank you Miriam for tracking the members!  A big thank you to Susan Josepher for taking the leading 
role in this endeavor.  Susan is a professor at Otis Art institute and balanced her classroom obligations with the SFVAC show.  Ku-
dos to Susan. 
 

Our Exhibition Schedule is getting larger.  We have our Theodore Payne Foundation Show coming up with take in on June 24, 2014.  
So many of our artists attended the paint out and workshop at the Theodore Payne Foundation in Sunland this April.  I can’t wait to 
see the great images you created.  This will be a fun show.  When I was painting at TPF (Theodore Payne Foundation), I was sere-
naded by live turkeys next door along with horses and a very active rooster.  We were lucky to see many wildflowers in bloom. TPF 
is dedicated to the preservation of California Native Plants and houses a nursery so that you can buy Natives for your landscaping 
needs. 
 

WEBSITE 
Some of you are just noticing our new website.  It has been up since March.  Some features I really like are the events page where 
were list all deadlines, meetings, etc. in a chronological format. 
 

I have received many positive comments on the beauty of our website.  Of course, that is due to the fabulous artwork from our 
members and donated time from Mad Haus Advertising. 
 

ADVERTISERS 
Yeah! We have established a rate card for advertising in our newsletter.  It is only $10 an issue for an ad.  This has helped us with 
our funding for more shows and scholarship funds.  We have some incredible advertisers using our newsletter:  Art Quench Maga-
zine and Jackknife Easel.  Check them out.  If you have a workshop or event you want to advertise, please contact our Newsletter 
Editor, Diana Hartman.   
 

SCHOLARSHIP 
This May, SFVAC funded a scholarship to the CSUN Art Department for a graduating senior who plans on continuing in the art field.  
Last year we funded Marilee Spencer who has gone on to establish Row Gallery in downtown Los Angeles providing space and ser-
vices for homeless to have art in their lives. Marilee writes, “Row Gallery has been successful!! I'm proud to be a part of this pro-
ject. Our first gallery showing will take place June 12 during the DTLA Art Walk; our space will be on the corner of 6th and Spring.”  
Great work Marilee! 
 

MORE EXHIBITION OPPORTUNITIES 
Please use our website to learn more about club activities and dates.  If you see dark blue lettering on the website, it is a link and 
you can click on this to access forms like entry forms. 

First Place 
Meli Calkins 

Second Place 
Dia Roaback 

Third Place 
Beth Summers 

Special Recognition 
Clark Branson 

Honorable Mention 
Gwen Baxter 



 

 

SFVAC 2014 Valley Visions Open Juried Show 
 

Our exciting annual art exhibition is about to be—June 1 is the Take In date to the Thousand Oaks Community Gallery 
in Newberry Park.  The official exhibition dates are June 3 through June 20. 
 

Thank you to the 35 people who submitted more than 75 artworks:  oil, acrylic, and 
watercolor painting; sculpture, digital, photography, pastel, and mixed media con-
structions.  These personal yet expansive visual expressions will delight, temp, and 
surprise—you will be proud and pleased to be a member of this talented, dedicated 
group of artists. 
 
The Opening Reception, from 1:00—4:00 p.m. on Saturday, June 7, will feature an 
Awards Ceremony, where, at 2:30 p.m., the winners will be announced.  Our Juror, 
Dr. Mario Ontiveros, Assistant Professor of Modern and Contemporary Art at Califor-
nia State University at Northridge, has brought his considerable expertise, experience, 
and vision to this exhibition. 
 
Look for smaller editions in our Art Bins, along with a Boutique filled with unique 
artist-designed cards, jewelry, and other exciting and beautiful items.  And did I men-

tion the good food and drink? 
 
A special thank you to the many volunteers (in addition to our hardworking President and Board of Directors) who 
have made this event possible. 
 
We all want to be at the Reception on June 7.  It’ll be the only place to be on that Saturday in June!  Come enjoy the 
show. 
 
Susan Josepher 
Exhibitions Director 



 

 

Member News 

Donna Geist Buch and Rea Nagel will be having an art show at Topanga Canyon Gallery, 120 N. Topanga Canyon Blvd., 
Suite 109 in Topanga.  The Great Outdoors is the name and theme.  Come and join them at the reception Sunday June 
29, 2014 from 3:00 to 6:00 p.m.  You will be delighted by the variety and skill shown. 

 
Rea Nagel will be having an art exhibit at Topanga Canyon  
Gallery beginning June 25 for a month,  Valley Watercolor  
Society has a show at gallery 800 and she was accepted to 
that show, and also won 1st place in the show for CAL at 
Blinn House in Pasadena. 

Marian Fortunati‘s painting “Crescendo” was juried in to the 84th Annual CA Statewide 
Landscape Exhibit “In A Golden State” in Santa Cruz, CA.  The juror was David Leffel.  
June 6 through July 6, 2014.  Reception: June 14 3-5 pm Santa Cruz Art League. 
 

“Shore Patrol” was juried in to the California Art Club’s “Summer 
Dreams” show at the Altadena Town and Country Club.  The juror 

was Marcia Burtt.  May 30 through October 7, 2014.  Reception: June 1, 3:00-5:00 p.m. 
Altadena Town and Country Club. 

 

Her plein air painting “Gratitude” was juried in to the California Art Club’s 
“Quintessential California” show at the Santa Paula Art Museum. The jurors were Peter 
Adams, Jennifer Orcutt Heighton, and Karl Dempwolf.  June 28 through November 2, 
2014.  Reception: June 28 4:00-6:00 p.m. Santa Paula Art Museum. 

 

Beth Summers will be showing at Walnut Creek Art Festival, May 31 and June 1, speaking and 
demonstrating palette knife at Santa Paula Museum of Art, Santa Paula, CA. June 12 at 3:00 
p.m.  Subject: "The Magic of the Creator Within."   
 

 

Ruben Yadao won 1st place - Eco Art Category at Glendale Art 
Assn. 2014 Spring Salon (May 3-18, 2014) held at the Glendale 
Central Library. Also won an honorable mention - animal  
category at the Mid-Valley Art League 2014 Juried Show at  
the Chaffey Museum of Art, Ontario, CA (April 26 through 
June 22, 2014). 

 

Our sincere thank you to Joseph Stoddard for his beautiful demonstration of a watercolor 
painting, along with his generous sharing of tips and techniques.  Our many watercolorists 
in our group were served well!  And the rest of us still gained insight into color mixing tech-
niques. 



 

 

The San Fernando Valley Art Club began in 1943 and 
has provided a continuing forum for artists of all skill 
levels and working in most art mediums. Guests are 
welcome to attend the monthly meetings/
demonstrations and learn more about the club. Addi-
tional information can be found on the club’s Web 
site, www.sfvartclub.org. 

ArtQuenchMagazine.com   
is an amazing source of information on the creativity in 
the world today. 

Founder and Managing  

Editor,  STACIA GATES  

 ”After 44 years of growth, I feel I have 

been given the wisdom and the 

knowledge to move into a new journey 

of creativity.  As an artist it is my love 

of art in all forms that has brought me 

to this place.  I have creat-

ed  ArtQuenchMagazine.com as a 

platform for the best creators in the world to show their 

work.  We will include everything from painters to bridge 

builders.  Our goal is to share the creative happenings 

with the world in hope of inspiring us all.” 

2014 San Fernando Valley Art Club  Scholarship 
 

2014 is here and the SFVAC is committed to continuing its scholarship program. It will present another schol-
arship award in 2014 to a deserving student attending the CSUN Department of Art.  If you are able to help 
in this worthwhile program, make your check out to SFVAC and note “Scholarship Program” on the memo 
line.  Forward your check to P.O. Box 463, Verdugo City, CA 91046.  Your donation will make a difference in 
fostering the arts in our communities.    

Art Classes and Workshops 

Painting Water Workshop  
 

Sharon Weaver will be teaching a one-day workshop on how to paint water on June 11th from 10:00 am to 4:00 p.m. at 
the Thousand Oaks Community Gallery.  Members—$75.00.  Non-Members—$95.00.  Please mail your checks made 
out to SFVAC to P.O. Box 463, Verdugo City, CA 91046.   

Watermedia Painting Class 
 

Want to get better at watermedia painting?  Join Rea Nagel for her exciting and fun class.  You 
work in watercolor, acrylic, pastel and inks.  Your choice.  The class meets weekly,  beginning at 
Carter Sexton Art Store 5308 Laurel Canyon Blvd., North Hollywood, CA.   Class starts at 12:30 p.m. 
and ends at 3:30 p.m.  All students get critiques throughout the class and at the end.  Any ques-
tions, call or email Rea Nagel at 818- 908-5919 or reanagel@mac.com. 

2014 Board Members  
 

President Jennifer Bentson 243-5405 

Vice President Rose Linda Gonzales 831-1786 

Treasurer Kim Skeeters 301-3353 

Co-Treasurer Gerda Maxey 362-3254 

Recording Secretary Judy Heimlich 363-4091 

Membership Miriam Thorin 577-7461 

Paint Rag Editor Diana Hartman 235-6658 

Director of Exhibitions Susan Josepher 

Mini Shows O P E N  

Media Relations Terry Supple 346-5791 

Hostess Cheryl Neuenkirk 343-7383 

PR Mailing Lisa August 882-8517 

Video Librarian Arlette Menard 366-6665 

Paint Outs Coordinator O P E N 

Parliamentarian O P E N 

To be included in our next newsletter in September, please email any news  
you have by August 20 to Diana Hartman at dianalee@socal.rr.com. 

http://www.sfvartclub.org/
mailto:reanagel@mac.com


 

 

 
 
 
 

June 3-20 — Valley Visions at the Thousand Oaks Community Gallery, followed immediately by our members-only 
Six Visions Collective Show from June 22-29.   
 
July 2-August 16 — Theodore Payne Foundation Show.   
 June 24 — Delivery of artwork by 19 participants. Detailed instructions will be sent by Susan Josepher. 
 July 12 — Opening Reception:  2:00-4:30 p.m.  Painting Demo:  2:30-3:30 p.m. on the patio. 
  
End of July — Board Retreat.  Past and current board members are invited to attend. 
 
August 30-September 13 — CHINA TRIP.  Last December our club hosted an artist from China for our demonstration, 
Lin Zaifu.  He has extended an offer to our club to visit his home and paint/learn brush painting in China.  We are plan-
ning the trip for August 30 through September 13, 2014.  The trip will visit Hong Kong, Xiamen, and Guilin. 
Interested?  Contact Jennifer Bentson, bentson9@gmail.com. 

June 2014 

SFVAC Paint Rag 
17420 Hemmingway St. 

Northridge, CA  91325 

 
The San Fernando Valley Art Club 

 
Next members meeting — Tuesday, June 3, 6:30 p.m. 
social, 6:45 p.m. program and demo.  4935 Balboa Blvd,  
Encino.  Public welcome.  Requested donation: Members 
$5, Guests $6 (first attendance free). 
 
Next board meeting — Monday, August 25, 7:00 p.m. at 
Four N’20, 4723 Laurel Canyon Blvd., Valley Village. 
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