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Bill Robles will demonstrate the art of illustration at our January Meeting

Bill Robles

As Bill Robles stated himself, “My illustration style is probably a loose line technique, line and wash, and painting with a hint of
line work”.

Bill has almost 40 years of experience as a courtroom artist and illustrator. He has mastered the art of on-the-spot drawing and
illustration, working for a strict and unyielding taskmaster: television news. The immediacy of working feverishly in the court-
room to capture images quickly on paper brings an adrenaline rush that is both exciting and motivating. Then, suddenly, it is over.
His drawings are transferred to the satellite and instantly broadcast around the world.

Bill tries to balance his career as an illustrator, courtroom artist, and art school instructor, and loving almost all it

He states that he gets his inspiration from many places. He says “As a drawing instructor both at Art Center College of Design, and
currently at Los Angeles Trade Technical College, enthusiastic students, eager to learn, have always been inspirational to me.
Great artists like Edgar Degas, Gustav Klimt, Charles Dana Gibson, Bob Peak, Bernie Fuchs, David Levine, and some of the cur-
rent illustrators. I also find inspiration from warm caring people, great design, architecture, trees, documentaries, and film.”

For creative projects when not working on assignments Bill is trying to expand on his fine art side, which also includes portraits,
and dog paintings. Also in the works is to create a new and exciting website, where he can offer prints of famous trials, celebrity
trials, and perhaps my fine art.

Bill has been nominated for an Emmy. He has received a Gold Medal from the Los Angeles Art Directors Club. Additionally, he
has received awards from the New York and Los Angeles Society of Illustrator organizations and also from Communication Arts
magazine. In 2003, Bill received the Lifetime Achievement Award from the Los Angeles Society of Illustrators. Bill resides in
Brentwood and has been teaching drawing for many years, at Art Center College of Design, and presently at Los Angeles Trade-
Technical College.
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President’s Message
January 2010

December Dinner Photo Opportunities

Let’s share our originals!

Now that we are all settling into the New Year we have time to reflect on the Holidays spent with loved
ones. Did you enjoy or endure your time together? Was there something deeply bonding in the traditions
shared? There is something that keeps friends and family together through thick and thin. Love.

Love comes in all forms. Family love, spiritual love, love of country. It’s the brotherly love and the passion
we share that brings us together as a club. As the newly appointed president of our San Fernando Valley Art
Club, I want to continue in the “Dori Marler” spirit. She remembers names better than I do, so please help
me out. And there is only one Dori Marler, but we share the same love for the wonderful individual artists
that make up our club.

Our annual show at Viva Gallery was a great success because of the quality and heart of your original crea-
tions. Kudos to Debbie Garrison, Susan Ssjoberg, MaryAnn Gayton, Rae Troulman, and Alba Powell for
their wins. I’d love to have just a tiny version of any one of the paintings created by our members.

In December, we continued our tradition of meeting to share a Holiday Feast with our own Meli Calkins
demonstrating her exquisite pastel technique. Because we weren’t ALL able to attend, I’d like to initiate a
gift exchange to be held throughout the next YEAR! It’s a special kind of gift. Gifts that only WE can make
and share: Can you create a small painting or drawing, no smaller than a baseball card, nor larger than 12” x
12”, to trade with a fellow member? The more you bring the merrier! It’s one way we can get to know each
other just a little bit better while sharing our love and passion. I'll bring a few to the January meeting, if you
will too.

You are a one of a kind original, and I am honored to be president of the San Fernando Valley Art Club.

© 2009Michelle Nosco
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Meet Lois Brayton
The very first time I saw Lois and her beautiful smile, I felt a strong connection to her. She was warm and appeared to be
a bit shy. I knew I wanted to know her better. We had lunch and talked about a lot of things, more than just art. There
was a quiet dignity and an air of competence about her. If you don’t know her, rest assured, she knows you. Lois is in
charge of the name tags at the monthly meetings. She gets to meet every new member face to face and is pretty familiar
with the rest of the club members too. A willing and very helpful volunteer, fellow member Terry Supple had this to say
about Lois after they worked together hanging our latest show at VIVA. “Lois has a great spirit and is one of the hardest
working members of SFVAC. Lois is the one to have on your team.” Whether it’s hanging a show, helping with the re-
ception or keeping track of the name tags, Lois is your gal Friday.

Lois was born in LaCrosse Wisconsin. Her family moved to Seattle when she was an infant and she called Seattle home
until she married Jean, a Commercial pilot for Western Airlines. As they were raising their daughter Julie, Lois and Jean
moved to a several exotic locations including Alaska and Hawaii and a few not so exotic before ending up back in Seat-
tle. When daughter Julie took a position in LA and Jean retired, they decided to move here to be closer to their only
child.

Lois had always had an interest in art and once as a child she did a drawing of an egg beater which did not impress her
family. They tried to discourage her but still Lois persisted. One of the lessons Lois told me she has learned over the
years is, “Pay no attention to critics.” After seeing examples of Lois’s watercolors, it’s a good thing she adopted that phi-
losophy. Her work is lovely. Although she had little formal training other than art classes in college, Lois continued to
develop her own style. She joined the Seattle League of Arts, served as treasurer and took part in the Summer Festival
Shows. At that time Lois worked mostly in oils but five years ago she gave away her oils and now works in watercolor
and collage. As a volunteer for the Sherman Oaks Library, Lois created 25 collage thank you cards for the volunteer
workers for the Library.

Lois is a natural explorer and since moving to the Valley she has traveled to Riverside to see the mission and the three
million lights display, she has visited the Queen Mary, plus many locations down town including Chinatown, the LA
Library and Union Station. Lois is also an avid reader. After seeing the PBS special TV documentary on the National
Parks a few months ago, Lois bought the book which contains among other photos, paintings of many spectacular land-
scapes.

Some of her favorite things, Lois told me, are “chocolate chip ice cream and the SFVAC. Maybe not in that order.
While shopping at Continental Art Supplies one day, she picked up a brochure from our club and although we do not
offer chocolate chip ice cream, Lois told me from the very beginning, she felt comfortable belonging to our art club. Al-
ways willing to help, Lois will be serving as Historian in 2010. Lois, you are a wonderful addition to the membership
and we thank you for all you do.

© 2009 D. Marler

Who’s Who in the San Fernando Valley Art Club
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Plan Ahead to Attend our Tuesday meetings - Future Demonstrators

Date Media Artist Time Location

Jan 5 Court Sketch
Artist

Figurative

Bill Robles
http://billrobles.com/

6:30 PM Encino Community Center
4935 Balboa Blvd.,
Encino, California

Feb 2 Landscape
Watercolor

David Deyell
http://sites.google.com/site/

daviddeyellwatercolor/

6:30 PM Encino Community Center
4935 Balboa Blvd.,
Encino, California

Mar 2 TBD 6:30 PM Encino Community Center
4935 Balboa Blvd.,
Encino, California

April 6 Impressionist
painting

Elio Camacho
www.eliocamacho.com

6:30 PM Encino Community Center
4935 Balboa Blvd.,
Encino, California

OK, it is not often when the Paint Rag editor gets to demonstrate at her own club… So to all, thank you for letting me
strut my stuff. I really enjoyed the December dinner and giving out a few hints on the techniques of soft pastel painting.

Attention, Artists, Members and Guests, The Paint Rag HAS GONE GREEN. The
Paint Rag is now being sent by e-mail unless you requested snail mail. Regardless of which way
you receive your Paint Rag, it is still important to let Marian Fortunati membership know your e-mail
address. She will send out up to the date information about opportunities for shows and paintouts
when available and reminders of important deadlines.

PAINT OUT - TUESDAY JANUARY 19, 2010
Join us for our first Paint Out of 2010. We will meet at the Old Zoo Picnic Grounds in Griffith Park on TUESDAY January 19, 2010

from 10 AM to 2 PM. Bring your lunch and painting needs. There are tables available, good parking and interesting views. Direc-
tions from the Valley are: Go east on the 101 Freeway to the exit for the LA Zoo, turn right and immediately left (east) on Zoo

Drive. Go past the current Zoo and the Autrey Museum and follow the road until the end of the Golf Course. You will see a sign for
the Old Zoo Picnic Grounds - turn right and follow the road past the Playground. Bear to the left to the parking area for the Picnic

Grounds.

Meli Calkins demonstrating soft pastel painting techniques and the lucky raffle ticket winners.
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Art Around Town
If anyone knows of a local art show or competition coming up soon, please contact Meli Calkins, the Paint Rag editor so it can be in
the next newsletter.

The 2010 San Fernando Valley Art Club Board Members. Note: Board member Jeri Christensen missed out on this photo
opportunity
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San Fernando Valley Art Club
offers venues each member artist

may independently approach!

Organic Coffee Shop
Contact: Emily
(818) 762- 0181

12508 Moorpark St.
Studio City

30% commission

Aroma Restaurant
Contact: Moira
(818) 508-7377

4360 Tujunga Blvd.
Studio City

No commission

Artist Alley
Calabasas Tennis & Swim Ctr.

Contact: Kathy Milbrand
(818) 222-2782

23400 Park Sorrento
Calabasas

$46.00 insurance fee from the
city which they provide.

MEMBER NEWS

Any member of SFVAC wishing to display their
work at any of these venues should first call
the contact at each location to arrange an
appointment. At the appointment time please
provide them with a portfolio or photos of your
work and arrange dates for their next available
exhibit.

Lulu’s Beehive

13203 Ventura Blvd., Studio City. Cross street
Mary Ellen Ave,

Contact Marilyn Blutter.
(818) 830-0825

Emilio's
Or

Hollywood Grill @
6310 Van Nuys Blvd.
Van Nuys, Calif - near

Owner Robert Locke and Chef Kurt Ehrlich.
Marie Petz at 818-348 6116.

.

Terry Romero Paul has a solo show at James Gray Gallery,
Bergamont Station opens January 9, 2010 to February 7, 2010.
Opening reception is Saturday, Jan. 9, 6:00 - 9:00
.

Top winners at the SFVAC winter Show: Mary Ann Gayton,
Rae Troulman, Susan Sjoberg, Debra Garrison

Merchants Awards: Regina
Wolford, Sharon Weaver, Miriam
Thorin, Jacqueline Daugherty,
Marian Fortunati , Marilyn Blutter,
Terry Romero Paul

Honorable Mentions: Rae Troulman,
Alba Powel Rachel Weissberger,
Dianne Nelson

People’s Choice Award: Alba
Powel with Dori Marler 2009 Presi-
dent and Regina Wolford Exhibits
Chairperson

Group photos from the December 09 VIVA L’Art Show

All our volunteers who made this
show a success.

David Gallup who judged the
show with Regina Wolford and
Dori Marler

Guests viewing the show.
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ArtClasses

Helene Jukoff will be the art instructor at the
Reseda Community Adult School. This low cost
class will cover all mediums (watercolor, oil,
soft pastel, oil acrylic and drawing). Classes are
held on Wednesday mornings at the Wilkinson
Center, 8946 Vanalden, Northridge. Helene also
offers private lessons on Tuesday afternoon. For
more information on both classes, call Helene at
818-349-7933.

Visit www.sfvartclub.org
Do you have your own art website?

E-mail Janet Snodgrass and we’ll link to your site!
Member news? E-mail Jeri Christensen and get it

online. Check out workshops, news and much, much more!

Thank you to all of our
advertisers for your continued

support!

 Member news for the February 2010
newsletter is due by January 16th , 8:00
p.m. Call

 Meli Calkins, Editor
Telephone 818 366-9835

Website Janet Snodgrass: phone 818-882-4897. Member

News Jeri Christensen: 818-645-9933

Paul Moshay is at Advanced Photo Lab at
21831 Sherman Way, Canoga Park, CA 91303-
1941. Telephone is 818-347-4686 or 1-800-818-
IMAGE. Hours are from 9:00 AM to 6:00 PM
Mon -Fri. Saturday 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM. All
photography is digital. Advanced Photo Lab is a
full digital lab with 25 years of photographic ex-
perience. Website is www.advancedphotolab.net

Rea Nagel, an outstanding water color artist, is
still teaching how to paint with water color at the
VIVA Gallery. The new session will start on
January 12, 2010, which is a Tuesday. The class
starts at 12:30 PM to 3:30 PM. Call Rea at 818-
908-5919, or check out her website at
watermediabyrea.com

2010 Board Members
President Michelle Nosco (661) 245-6789
Vice Pres. Sharon Weaver 769-2688
Treasurers Joette Snyder 456-4710

. Sylvia Crosbie 902-1853
Secretary Jeri Christensen 645-9933
Corresponding Sec. Margaret Henrich 701-0305
Membership Marian Fortunati 342-4601
Paint Rag Editor Meli Calkins 366-9835
Exhibits Regina Wolford 992-8848
Mini Exhibits Bennet Levin 782-4492
Historian Open
Media Relations Terry Supple 346-5791
Parliamentarian Open Position
Host Committee Margaret Henrich 701-0305

Paula Diggs 223-9153
Hostess Rachel Weissberger 360-6035
PR Mailing Sara Coyle 789-1574
Raffles Pearl Schwager 368-8171
Special Exhibits Boz Vakhshori 360-5993
Video Librarian Arlette Menard 366-6665
Paint Out Coordinator Trisha Bennett 784-3000
Parliamentarian Open
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SFVAC Paint Rag
17227 Kingsbury St.

Granada Hills, CA 91344

Board Meeting - Monday January 25th
Meeting time - 7:00 pm

Location:
Tarzana Community Center. 19130 Ventura

Blvd., Tarzana
At the corner of Vanalden and Ventura

Parking in rear

The San Fernando Valley Art Club
Meets on the first Tuesday of the month:

4935 Balboa Blvd., Encino, California
Social time 6:30 p.m. - Program 7:00 p.m.

Refreshments served.

The Public is Welcome
Requested Donation: Members $5.00

Guests, $6.00

See what is new on the San Fernando Valley Art Club

website www.sfvartclub.org


