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Award-winning Los Angeles portrait artist Johanna Spinks knows faces inside and out.” . For years she worked as a top 
Hollywood makeup artist to the stars applying her artistry to many famous faces before they went under the lights. 

Over the years she became increasingly frustrated by the demands of the business and decided to devote herself full-time 
to her love of classical portraiture - still painting the face, but from now on exclusively in oil on canvas.  Today 
she steadfastly observes from her Malibu studio the grand tradition of oil portraiture and painting after studying in muse-
ums around the world the works of the Old Masters from Frans Hal and Velasquez to John Singer Sargent, Sorolla and 
Phillip de Laszlo. 

Her work, which also includes still life and landscape, has won her national acclaim being featured recently in The New 
York Times, and earning juried recognition, awards and show acceptances from various art institutions including Ameri-
can Artist Magazine, Art Talk, Oil Painters of America and The California Art Club. Johanna just won the coveted 
Daler-Rowney 2008 Excellence in Painting Award at OPA National. 

Her affiliations also included The National Arts Club, New York,  Allied Artists of America, The Artists Fellowship of 
New York, The Portrait Society of America (Johanna is proud to serve as its CA State Ambassador), and The Portrait 
Society of Atlanta. 

She has trained under master portraitist Everett Raymond Kinstler N.A., painter of six American presidents and over 50 
cabinet members at The Arts Student League of New York and The National Academy of Design, New York and contin-
ues to be influenced by his work and teachings, eternally grateful for his mentorship. 

Johanna is a teacher herself of still life and portraiture at The Los Angeles Academy of Figurative Art. Her paintings can 
be found in public and private collections across the globe. She is also a juried artist in residence with a gallery studio in 
downtown Oxnard, CA, funded by The Downtown Centre for The Arts redevelopment program. 

Website: http://www.portraitartist.com/spinks/spinks.htm 

Tom Fong will demonstrate watercolor paintingat the November Meeting 

 Johanna Spinks will demonstrate portrait painting at the January Meeting 
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Looking back at the year 2008 we witnessed some dramatic changes in our country; some historic, some 
alarming and some very uplifting. As the old Chinese curse suggests, we are living in interesting times. 
In SFVAC we were part of some very positive events. Our Feb. show at VIVA saw the sale of four works of 
art, as did the one day show at the Tarzana Cultural Community Center. The Show at the Finegood Gallery 
drew some of the most positive comments and the good news that every entry was accepted. 
Our membership grew in record numbers and our monthly meetings are drawing larger crowds each month. 
Even when our November meeting fell on Election Day and we expected a small turnout, we were surprised by 
the number of artists and guests who attended. 
The frosting on the cake had to be our Holiday dinner. Not only did we have a full house, but our own Parviz 
Yashar entertained us with his superb guitar solo and the Golden Demo arranged by Steve Aufhauser of Conti-
nental Art, provided some lovely gifts for every guest.  
I believe in the Laws of Attraction. I believe positive energy produces more positive energy and vice versa. 
This is not a case of Pollyanna or denial of facts. It is a very simple philosophy that when the weather is 
stormy, the sun will come out eventually and things will always get better.  
Looking forward to the year 2009, I am anticipating our first show of the year, “New Beginnings,” at the Bur-
bank Creative Arts Center to continue momentum of success we have enjoyed thus far. I want to send a gigan-
tic “Thank You” to all of the volunteers for every event and especially the board members. As I mentioned re-
cently when attempting to recruit new workers for our various committees, the hours are long, the work is hard 
and the pay is lousy. But the rewards are enormous. 
Happy New Year,  
Love and Peace, Dori 
 
© 2008 D. Marler 
   

December Dinner Meeting  

Dori gives a big thank you for Eddie Apple-
gate, our outgoing VP. He did a really great 
job and we will miss him. 

Introduction of the 2009 Board Members. 
Club members enjoying the evening. 
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Who’s Who 

Meet Kimsam V. Tonthat 
 
She is quiet and gentle but Kimsam has a wealth of talent and life experiences. We shared a delicious lunch in 
her immaculate home on a lovely sunny afternoon. The table was exquisitely set with lovely china and her 
attention to detail was flawless. As my interview progressed it became evident that this is a trait that Kimsam 
employs in her art as well as her life. 
At a very early age Kimsam was drawn to the beauty in the world. When she was very young she did pencil 
and ink drawings. Given a great deal of encouragement by her mother, her early memories are of drawing 
flowers, fish and ducks. By the time she entered high school she was experimenting with oils, watercolor and 
ceramics. She continued to perfect her art in college where she studied music and eventually received her 
master’s degree. She is an accomplished musician who plays concert piano and also classical harp. She per-
forms and teaches voice, piano, harp and musical composition.  
Her conversation, easy and forthcoming was more than just interesting. Kim told me of her travels with her 
former husband, a diplomat, where she met the ambassadors from many countries. As a young wife she 
played piano at concerts for heads of state. She seemed to be completely comfortable with these important 
events and spoke of them with a charming humility, stating simply, “My life was art and music.” 
She then showed me the place where she paints. A small area close to her utility room off her kitchen is the 
corner that houses all her beautiful work. Her paintings wander a vast span of style and media while most of 
her attention is focused in watercolor. Kimsam sets her self a schedule each day and follows it faithfully. In 
the morning she paints. In the afternoon she alternates piano practice one day and the next day, harp. “This 
way I sharpen and polish my skills,” she says. Clearly she is an artist for all seasons. 
Kimsam spoke to me of her faith which she says guides her through her days. She says she thinks God has a 
good sense of humor when she observes her garden where some plants are small and others are so big. She 
said that when she sees the colors in nature, she tells God,”You are a good designer. Nobody can beat you” 
Kimsam’s favorite time of year is spring; she loves Chopin, Mozart, Beethoven and Tchaikovsky. Her favor-
ite kind of food is Chinese and she has a weakness for pineapple ice cream. When it comes to art, she goes for 
the masters, Van Gogh, Matisse, Renoir and of course, Picasso. 
Kimsam has a philosophy of life that could change the world.  “Be kind, unpretentious, honest and always 
help others to excel.” She told me her Mother said there is no good in battles and she follows that advice. To 
Kimsam, good character is very important. “If one thinks good thoughts, good action will follow.”  
Thank you so much Kimsam for these wonderful thoughts. Now, If only we could spread this around the 
whole world. 
 
© 2008 Dori Marler 
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Plan Ahead to Attend our Tuesday meetings - Future Demonstrators 

Date Media Artist Time Location 

January  6 Portrait in Oil Johanna Spinks  
http://www.portraitartist.com/
spinks/spinks.htm 

6:30 PM Encino Community Center 
4935 Balboa Blvd., 
 Encino, California 

 TBD  TBD 6:30 PM Encino Community Center 
4935 Balboa Blvd., 
 Encino, California 

We would like to offer a big thank you Steve Aufhuseer and the representatives from 
Golden Art supplies for their time and generous samples of their product lines. We are 
sure the samples will be used as club members explore the world of acrylics.   

Looking for Demonstrators 
 
Sharon Weaver, our new Vice President, is on the hunt for great demonstrators for our monthly meetings.  If you know 
of an artist that we might be interested in, call Sharon Weaver and let her know.    

Attention Artists, Member, and Guests. SFVAC IS GOING GREEN. Starting in February 2009, 
the Paint Rag will be attached to an e-mail and sent via e-mail to all members who 
agreed to save our club's finances and help our environment by "going green". Those who 
still want a hard copy of the Paint Rag will continue to receive them by mail. 
Thank you all for your participation in this effort. 

There are still open SFVAC board member positions.  The positions for Historian and Par-
liamentarian are available. We also need someone who wants to be our club photographer 
and assist the Historian .  If you are interested, see Dori Marler or Sharon Weaver.  You 
get to work with a great group of folks who love art and want to make our club the best 
ever.  

The Simi Valley Senior Center is featuring club member’s work.  
One painting already sold. The reception was on 20 December.   

Parviz Yasher favors the club 
members with beautiful guitar 
playing prior to serving dinner. 

Two very happy club members enjoying themselves at the  De-
cember dinner meeting. 
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Art Around Town 
Date of  Art 

Show 
Organization Host-

ing Show 
Location Contact Information Last Date for 

Entry 
Brief Description 

 

Every Tues-
day eve 7-10 

Art Directors Guild  Art Directors 
Guild ~ Studio 
800 (1st Floor) 
11969 Ventura 
Blvd. Studio 
City, CA 91604 

Mike Denering / Don 
Hanson . To RSVP for 
each session call 818-
762.9995   

$10.00 for each 
workshop. You 
can attend just 
one or make it 
a habit every 
Tuesday  

Back to Basics work-
shop—open to all 
good music, coffee 
and refreshments, 
and a live-art model 
for a pleasant, crea-
tive evening.    

January 5th - 
29th 

SFVAC Burbank  
Creative Arts 

Center 

SFVAC website for  
prospectus   

 

January 5, 2009 SFVAC  Juried Art 
Show 

MEMBERS:  Mark your calendars for Mon., Jan. 5, 2009, 9AM -12 PM.   This is the Take-In date for our next show, 
"New Beginnings" at the Burbank Creative Arts Center Gallery.  The judge is ROBERT TANENBAUM A CERTIFIED 
MEMBER OF THE AMERICAN PORTRAIT SOCIETY, AN ARTIST MEMBER OF THE CALIFORNIA ART CLUB, A 
SIGNATURE MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL WATERCOLOR SOCIETY AND AN  ARTIST MEMBER OF NATIONAL 
SOCIETY OF PAINTERS IN CASEIN AND ACRYLIC. 
See the ONLINE for the updated prospectus for the details.  Remember, if your artwork is not juried into the show, 
you  must pick up your artwork on Tues., Jan. 6 between 9 AM and 12 PM. 
The reception will be Fri., Jan. 9, 7-9 PM and the show concludes on Thurs., Jan. 29, 2009 at 8 PM. 
 
If you have any questions, call Regina Wolford at 818-992-8848 - evening only. 

Start planning your Sundays or Saturdays for our future PAINT OUTs Marilyn Blutter has been busy 
scoping out places for our Paint Out activities.  We will have more details at the January  meeting. 

Experimental artist’s has openings available for 2009. Meetings are once a month on Thursdays and 
Fridays. Fees $60.00 per year. Instruction is provided by all participating students in keeping with 
the true experimental method.  Contact Anita Van Tellengen for details. (818) 996-5241. 

Meli Calkins and Patricia  Bennett are 
currently showing at Lulus. 
Call Marilyn Blutter if you want to 
show and sell your paintings at Lulus. 

The Golden Art Supply  representative displaying 
various types of acrylic products  at the December 
meeting 
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San Fernando Valley Art Club 
offers venues each member artist 

may independently approach! 

 
 
 

Organic Coffee Shop 
Contact: Emily  
(818) 762- 0181 

12508 Moorpark St. 
Studio City 

 
30% commission 

Aroma Restaurant        
Contact: Moira 
(818) 481- 5551 

4360 Tujunga Blvd. 
Studio City 

No commission 
 

Artist Alley 
Calabasas Tennis & Swim Ctr. 

Contact: Kathy Milbrand 
(818) 222-2782 

23400 Park Sorrento 
Calabasas 

$46.00 insurance fee from the 
city which they provide. 

MEMBER NEWS 

Any member of SFVAC wishing 
to display their work at any of 
these venues should first call 
the contact at each location to 
arrange an appointment. At the 
appointment time please provide 
them with a portfolio or photos of 
your work and arrange dates for 
their next available exhibit. 
  

To exhibit at Lulus contact 
Marilyn Blutter. 
 (818) 830-0825  

 
To exhibit at Emilio's contact 
Marie Petz at 818-341-6116. 

 
   

Sharon Weaver's painting “Stairway to Heaven”, was juried into the upcom-
ing California Art Club Exhibition, Concertos in Color, at the historic Blinn 
House. The reception was December 6 from 5PM to 7PM and the exhibit 
runs from December 6, 2008 to June 10, 2009.The Blinn House,Women's 
City Club of Pasadena,160 North Oakland Avenue, Pasadena, CA 91101.  

Don’t forget to enter the SFVAC January Show which will be held at the Bur-
bank Creative Arts Center Gallery  on January 5, 2009. 

Terry Romero Paul also had a painting juried into  "Concertos in Color", a 
California Art Club Show.  Way to go Terry.  Seems our club is being well 
represented in the CAC. 

Pat Franco had two  paintings  accepted into the juried Santa Barbara Art 
Association.  

Rea Nagel will be demonstrating watercolor Painting at the Burbank Art Club 
in January 2009. Call Rea 818-908-5919 for the date and time if you want to 
see her demonstration. 

Erin Harnett was featured in the most recent issue of the Southwest Art 
Magazine. A  image of  Erin’s beautiful oil painting of persimmons called 
“Fall Jewels” is shown.  It truly is a beautiful painting.  Congratulations  Erin  

Meli Calkins  had one painting “ Montana de Oro in the Late Afternoon”  
juried into the Topanga Canyon Gallery open juried show at 120 North To-
panga, Blvd, #109,  Topanga. The show runs from January 7 - February 1st, 
2009. The reception  and awards is January 18th.  At the same time, Meli’s 
work will be shown from January 8-23 at the Proverbs Coffee House Gallery 
in association with Peace Lutheran Church located at  71 Loma Drive, Cama-
rillo, California. The reception is January 10th from 1– 4 PM. 

Marian Forunati’s had two of her paintings, “Caballero Canyon” and 
“Ramshackle”  juried in to the North Valley Art League's 25th Annual Na-
tional Show. The show runs is January 26, 2009 - February 28, 2009 . For 
those who don’t know where the North Valley is, try Redding, California. 
 Congratulations Marian.  

Sharon Weaver’s “Stairway to Heaven” 

Caballero Canyon  Ramshackle 

Teri Dryden has been juried in to the VIVA Salon for the year 2009 which 
includes 8 shows a year . Congratulations Terry! 

Don’t forget to renew  your 2009 membership by 
February.  Call Marian Fortunati  at 818-342-4601 if 
you have any questions.       

Parviz Yasher  also had a painting juried into the Topanga Canyon Gallery 
open juried show at 120 North Topanga, Blvd, #109,  Topanga.  
Congratulations Parviz. 
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Membership Drive  

Win $50.00 cash or  
1 free year of membership.  

To be eligible simply bring  a new 
member.  Enter as often as you like. The 
more new members you bring, the more 
times your name will be entered. “Thank 

you” to Steve Aufhauser, owner of  
Continental Art Supplies, for his generous 
help of providing gift certificates that we 

are giving to new members.  

                Visit www.sfvartclub.org  
           Do you have your own art website?  

      E-mail Janet Snodgrass and we’ll link to your site!  
 Member news? E-mail Jeri Christenson and get it   

        online. Check out workshops, news and much, much more!
    

 
 

Thank you to all of our 
advertisers for your continued 

support! 

Board Members 
President                Dori Marler             345-4997 
Vice Pres.               Sharon Weaver        769-2688 
Treasurer          Anita Van Tellengen         996-5241 
Assist. Treas.         Rae Troulman  782-8423  
Secretaries          Lois Brayton  988-8595 
   Jeri Christenson       645-9933                                 
Membership               Marian Forutnati                 342-4601        
Paint Rag Editor               Meli Calkins               366-9835 
Assistant Editor                Jeri Christenson                  645-9933 
Exhibits               Regina Wolford   992-8848 
Historian                Open Position      
Media Relations               Terry Supple  346-5791 
Parliamentarian               Open Position    
Host Comittee              Margaret Henrich   701-0305 
   Paula Diggs      223-9153 
Hostess                              Rachel Weissberger  360-6035 
PR Mailing               Sara Coyle                789-1574 
Raffles                Pearl Schwager                 368-8171 
Mini Exhibits               Bennet Levin   782-4492 
Special Exhibits              Boz Vakshori              360-5993 
Video Librarian               Arlette Menard    366-6665 
Corresponding Sec.         Rena Hinkle                360-0226 
Paint Out Coordinator     Marilyn Blutter   830-0825 
 

• Member news for the February 2009 newsletter 
is due by January 18th , 8:00 p.m.  Call  

• Meli Calkins, Editor 
• Telephone 818  366-9835 
 Website  Janet Snodgrass :phone 818-882-4897. Member 

News Jeri Christenson : 818-645-9933 

Rea Nagel , an outstanding water color artist, 
is now  teaching how to paint with water color 
at the VIVA Gallery.  Classes are on Tuesdays 
starting at 12:30 PM to 3:30 PM.  
Call Rea at 818-908-5919, or check out her 
website at watermediabyrea.com.     

Don’t forget to read page 5 to learn about all 
the local and national art shows that are 
calling for artists to participate. 

Paul Moshay is at Advanced Photo Lab at 21831 
Sherman Way, Canoga Park, CA 91303-1941. Tele-
phone is 818-347-4686 or 1-800-818-IMAGE.  
Hours are from 9:00 AM to 6:00 PM Mon -Fri. Sat-
urday 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM.  All photography is 
digital.  Advanced Photo Lab is a full digital lab 
with 25 years of photographic experience. Website 
is www.advancedphotolab.net 

Mark your calendar for  January 5, 2009. 
That is the take in day for the SFVAC Jur-
ied Art Show “New Beginnings” at the Bur-
bank Creative Arts Center 
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  SFVAC Paint Rag 
   17227 Kingsbury St. 
Granada Hills, CA  91344 

Board Meeting -  January 19th 
Meeting time - 7:00 pm 

    Location:  
Tarzana Community Center. 19130 Ventura 

Blvd., Tarzana  
 At the corner of Vanalden and Ventura 

Parking in rear 
 

The San Fernando Valley Art Club 
Meets on the first Tuesday of the month: 

4935 Balboa Blvd., Encino, California 
Social time 6:30 p.m.  -  Program 7:00 p.m. 

Refreshments served. 

The Public is Welcome 
Requested Donation: Members $5.00 

Guests, $6.00  

See what is new on the San Fernando Valley Art Club 
website  www.sfvartclub.org 


